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Game Preview

Pickering Town v Handsworth FC
NCEFL Premier Division

The Pikes will be looking to get a positive result on Saturday when they
entertain Handsworth FC in the league, after a disappointing result in
midweek when losing away at Barton Town.

Before the defeat on Tuesday Pickering had gone 6 games unbeaten.

Pickering’s opponents Handsworth are currently sitting in 11th place in the
league one place above us,with the same amount of points but a slightly
better goal difference, and having played two games less.

From their 10 games played they have 4 wins, 4 draws and 2 losses with 21
goals scored and 22 conceded for a total of 16 points.

Interestingly only 3 of their ten games have been played at home - away
from home, Handsworth have won two drawn four and lost one, scoring 16
goals and conceding 14 - their only loss coming when losing 3-2 at
Parkgate. 

At home they have two wins and one loss to their credit, with the victories
coming against Bottesford Town 1-0 - they were the first team to take
points off Bottesford this season, who had started the season with six
successive victories, and 2-1 against Worsbrough Bridge.

They, like us, still remain in the FA Vase and have been drawn away to play
Northern League side Shildon in the first round.

Their goals have been shared around this season with 9 different goal
scores - Mitchell Dunne is top with 5 goals scored but closely behind with
4 goals scored are Rion Arbouin, Jordan Hines and Luke Mangham.

Last season’s result at Mill Lane saw The Pikes come away with a 4-1
victory with the goals coming from Dom Weston, Souleymane Coulibaly
(2) and Max Bauer.
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About PST Sport
PST Sport is a leading artificial grass company with

over 12 years’ experience building exceptional sports
surfaces. Our artificial grass pitches allow players to

perform at optimal levels all year round, in all
weathers. With a reputation for excellence, superior

quality and a proven track record for delivering world-
class facilities, we are the number one choice for

artificial grass pitch installations. Whether you require
a single use pitch for GAA, soccer, rugby, hockey, or a

multi-sport pitch, we will work with you to implement
a complete ‘design and build’ solution to deliver a

state-of-the-art facility.



Simon Helsop
First Team Manager



Programme
Ramble
This weekend sees the return of the FA Cup with the 3rd Qualifying round games being played -
Barton Town are representing the NCEFL when they entertain National North side Chorley -
other Step 5 clubs still involved in the competition include SE Dons from the Southern Counties
East League Premier Division - Trafford FC from the North West Counties League Premier -
Tadley Calleva who compete in the Cherry Red Records Combined Counties Football League - 

On paper Barton look to have the most difficult task when they play Chorley - Of the other
teams -Trafford play Atherton Colleries from the NPL West Division - South East Dons travel to
Southern League Division 1 South (Step 4) side Weymouth FC - although Weymouth have
suffered successive relegations they are currently sitting at the top of their league - Tadley
Calleve entertain Isthmian Premier Division (Step 3) side Dartford FC - looking at the season’s
results to date Trafford FC would seem to have best opportunity to progress, but as we all know
about football results!!!

Back to the NCEFL and Barton Town who beat us on Tuesday are now up to 5th place in the
league and with games in hand over the teams above them - having reached the play offs last
season they would have been one of the pre-season favourites to be challenging - but looking at
top half of the league currently you probably wouldn’t have predicted the it as it sits at the
moment, with two of the top seven - Bottesford Town 2nd at present and Horbury Town 7th -
flirting with relegation right to the end last season.
It will be interesting how the league looks at the end of the month with a lot of games to be
played in the next few weeks.

As the title says it is a ramble and a story I picked upon during the week was the trip made
by Salisbury FC this week to Kuwait - this trip came about through the owner Ali Alhamad
who bought the club in 2025.
The five-day trip involved the club facing one of Kuwait's most successful teams on
Wednesday, Al Qadsia, who have won more than 50 trophies, before returning on Thursday
to play Saturday's FA Cup third qualifying round against Dulwich Hamlet.
The club hopes the trip will offer significant commercial growth 

Why is this story of interest only because Salisbury FC are managed by Brian Dutton and
have been since 2022 - Brian is a Malton lad and previously played for Pickering in 2001-
2003, 2004-05 seasons before transferring to Weymouth, - another club mentioned in this
ramble, and there’s a story there but that’s for another day. 
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Dave Edge
Model Railways & Buses

Front Street, Grosmont, N Yorks,
YO22 5QE

E: daiedg64@gmail.com



Pickering Town
Club History
Pickering Town FC, founded in 1888, spent nearly 80 years playing
local football before joining the Yorkshire League in 1972. The club
quickly progressed through the divisions, later becoming members of
the Northern Counties East Football League (NCEFL).

The Pikes won the NCEFL Division 2 title in 1987–88 and claimed
their first major senior trophy in 1990–91 by winning the North Riding
County Cup. 

Promotion to the NCEFL Premier Division followed in 1991–92, and
the club narrowly missed out on the title the next season. Pickering
also made its FA Cup debut in 1993–94 and reached the FA Vase
quarter-finals in 2005–06.

The club won the North Riding Senior Cup again in 2012–13. After
finishing as NCEFL Premier Division runners-up in 2015–16 and
2016–17, Pickering earned promotion to its highest level of  senior
non-league football. However, difficult seasons followed, including two
curtailed campaigns during the COVID-19 pandemic and relegation
from the Northern Premier League in 2021–22.

Since returning to the Northern League and then the NCEFL Premier
Division, the club has faced several relegation battles, finishing
second bottom in 2023–24 but retaining its place. The following
season brought improvement, with Pickering finishing 10th after
briefly challenging for the play-offs. Off  the pitch, Mill Lane has been
significantly developed with floodlights, seated stands, covered areas
and improved changing facilities. 

The club is also investing in its future through a scholarship
programme, junior teams and the formation of  a women’s team
competing in the North Riding Division 1 League.



Defenders

Pickering Town Profiles 
Goalkeepers1

3

Dom Weston - Dom is now in his second season with us after
joining us last season after his release from Sheffield Wednesday 
and has become an important member of the squad

Toby Beard - Toby is a young keeper who came through the
ranks at Scarborough Athletic, Toby has also made appearance
for the Pikes U18 youth FA Cup team. 

Luke Jackson - Luke has joined the club on a permanent basis
this season after signing for the club on a dual registration last
season from Bradford PA,. Previously Played for Huddersfield
Town and Sheffield Wednesday academy

Oscar Shaw - Oscar has joined us on a permanent basis
this season after being released by York City in the
summer, Oscar spent some time with the club last season
on a dual registration basis whilst being at York City

Connor Avison - Connor is a young powerful central
defender, who came through the Scarborough
Scholarship programme. In his third season with the club
and has been named captain of the side following a
superb season last year.



Alfie Jackson - Young left sided player who joins us this season
having broken into the Whitby Town first team last season.
Looking to break into and establish himself in the side this year.

.

Jamie Thornton - Jamie is a very composed central
defender and now in his 6  season with the club after
joining us in the 2021-22 season after being released by
Leeds United Academy.  Jamie is also equally at home
playing in  midfield

th

Wayne Brooksby - Wayne is a vastly experienced player
and has played for the likes of Guiseley ,Harrogate Town
and more recently Scarborough Athletic. Wayne is often
the driving force of the side and is extremely competitive. A
shining example for the younger players to learn from
who’s levels and expectations are very high both in training
and games.. 

Marshall Nock - Another young defender who joined us
last bseason from Bridlington Town. A tall, competitive
player who can operate in a number of positions and who
has now established himself in the team.

Seb Holowkiewicz - Seb joins us this season from local
football having done well in pre season. A competitive full
back who can play on either side who will provide good
competition in those areas this season.

Blake Drury - Central Defender - Blake first joined us in the
2023-24 season. He has previously been at York City and
played for Scarborough Reserves. He is just making his way
back from an injury that prevented him from playing last
season .



Midfielders3

Cameron Blackburn - Joined us in February 2026 from
Bridlington Town on a dual registration a promising young
Midfield player /striker

Simon Heslop - Simon is a massive signing for the club.
Captain at Bridlington Town last year he has years of football
league and national league experience. He will bring
composure and leadership to the group and we are delighted
to have him with us this season.

George Thewliss - George is a young midfielder who came
through the ranks at Leeds United and Bradford City. Played
for Silsden when they won the NCEL Premier Division Title in
the 24/25  season . George now in his second season with the
club is a very competitive and talented midfield player

Nathan Dyer - Nath is an exciting, pacy wide player who
spent a number of years at York City making a number of first
team appearances. Nathan rejoined us last season after a spell
at Bridlington Town, also had previous experience at
Grantham Town, and Whitby Town 

Riley McGinty - Young, local midfielder who joined us last
season from Scarborough Athletic. Riley has now established
himself  as a vital part of the squad.. Competitive and good on
the ball, he provides real competition in the middle of the
pitch. 

Ben Leyland - Ben joined us in the 2024-25 season he has
previously played for North Ferriby . Ben is a very versatile
player and can play in numerous positions and his a very
important member of the squad never let us down. 



Forwards

Charlie Colley - Charlie a young exciting stiker, joins us from
Scarborough Athletic where he has been a prolific goalscorer for
the Reseves. 

4

Michael Coulson - Coulo has joined the Pikes from
Bridlington Town with a experienced career with Scottish
Premier club St Johnstone, York City and Scarborough. 

Souleymane Coulibaly - The former Ivory Coast U17
International has a wealth of experience having played for
Siena and Tottenham Hotspur, Peterborough United then
moving to Kilmarnock in the Scottish Prem. Often capable
of the unexpected he will be looking to light up the league
this season and pass on his experience to the group.

Joel Marsden - A talented youngster who joins on a dual
registration from Bridlington Town. 

Emmanuel Martin - A talented youngster who joins on a
dual registration from Bridlington Town. 

Charlie Thompson - Charlie is a young exciting striker - he
joined us last season from Tadcaster Albion having
previously been at Doncaster Rovers Academy 



HANDSWORTH FC 
Handsworth FC – A brief  history

Handsworth Parramore FC were formed at the start of  the 2014/2015 season
after the merger of  two highly successful clubs, Handsworth FC of  the S&H
County Senior League Premier Division and Worksop Parramore of  the NCEL
Premier Division. The NCEL and the FA allowed the new club to take over the
position of  Worksop Parramore, who had just finished in 4th place in the
Premier Division, whilst the S&H CFA allowed their reigning Champions to
continue under the name of  Handsworth Parramore Reserves.
The new club could not have begun life better as in their first game, under
Manager Russ Eagle, they crushed Glasshoughton Welfare 6-0 and followed
this up with a 5-1 victory over Oadby Town in their first ever FA Cup tie. After
leading the table for a number of  weeks, a downturn in fortunes led to a
change at the top and the installation of  the ex Belper Town management
team of  Peter Duffield and Mick Godber. The duo rebuilt the squad who ended
their inaugural season in 7th place and with the clubs first piece of  silverware,
the NCEL
League Cup, secured after a thrilling 4-3 victory over Cleethorpes Town.
Our second season started in positive fashion but halfway through the
campaign, the difficult decision was made to relieve Duffield of  his duties, with
Mick Godber stepping up as Caretaker Manager. However, such was the
impact that Godber made, including an unbeaten run of  17 games that
propelled The Ambers to the top of  the table, the decision to make the role
permanent was taken. The Ambers eventually fell just short in their quest for
the title, finishing a comfortable second behind Champions Tadcaster Albion.
The following season, and despite a best ever run in the FA Cup, halted only
at the 3 rd Qualifying Round stage, inconsistent league form resulted in
Godber stepping down as Manager in April, with striker Jon Froggatt being put
in temporary charge until the end of  the season, and a creditable 4th placed
finish was achieved.
In April 2017, the Club announced that former player James ‘Jas’ Colliver was
to return to take over as the new Manager, and with another rebuilt squad,
another 4th placed finish was secured in his first season in charge, with
promotion missed by just one place for the second time, alongside a run to
the Semi-Finals of  the League Cup.



Unfortunately, the 2018-19 season was really one to forget with The Ambers
finishing in their lowest ever position of  8th and with poor showings in the Cup
competitions. Colliver departed the club in the Autumn and, despite their best
efforts, the interim management team of  Steve Istead and Jon Froggatt were
unable to lift the general malaise that had set in around the club.
At the end of  the campaign, the decision was made for the club to continue on
a much-reduced budget and to return to Olivers Mount. Russ Eagle was invited
back to the club as Manager alongside Aiden Spowage, and to strengthen ties
with the Junior Sporting Club, the new Management Board sought and gained
approval from the NCEL to change the clubs name to Handsworth FC.
The 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 campaigns saw the club suffer some highs and
lows as was to be expected with such a young and changing squad, and after
a hit and miss start to the 2021-22 season, The Ambers parted company with
Eagle in October, with Aiden Spowage and Jason Dodsworth named as Joint
Managers, with Louis Axcell strengthening the management team later.
An excellent run to the 3rd Qualifying Round of  the FA Cup underpinned a
highly respectable 8th placed finish, but despite the efforts of  everyone
involved, we were unable to build on this and a disappointing 2022-2023
campaign saw The Ambers finish in their lowest ever position of  16 th , leading
to the inevitable departure of  the management team.
Ambers’ legend Jon Froggatt was handed the reins alongside Mark Ward
ahead of  the 2023-2024 season, and an excellent start saw The Ambers within
touching distance of  top spot, before a desperate run of  form through the
Winter saw the team drop alarmingly before a late resurgence claimed an
improved 13th placed finish. Improvement continued the following season, with
The Ambers securing an excellent 7th placed finish after an enjoyable, if
sometimes frustrating season, a position The Ambers matched with a better
points tally last season when they were still in the hunt for a play off  spot until
the penultimate game of  the season.
With one of  the lowest playing budgets in the division, The Ambers continue to
punch above their and will be looking to push on even further this time around.







NCEFL Premier
Division 



Luke Jackson
Oscar Shaw
Dom Weston
Ben Leyland

Connor Avison
Marshall Nock
Nathan Dyer

George Thewlis
Souleymane Colibaly

Michael Coulson
Ryan McGinty

Charlie Thompson
Cameron Blackburn

Wayne Brooksby
Liam Tibbett
Blake Drury

Jamie Thornton
Charlie Colley
Joe Bhaskaran

Te
am
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om
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tio
n
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Jim Pollard (GK)
Brandon Bagley

Mason Smith
Tyler Williams
Ben Harriott
Owen Haigh

Cameron Hough
Johno Williams
Sam Fewkes

Charlie Booker
Toby Kenyon
Harrison Butt
AJ Greaves

Rion Arbouin
Tom McNally
Harry Jessop
Mitch Dunne

Luke Mangham
Jordan Hines

James Simmonite
Alfie Dodsworth

Danny Buttle

Officials- Referee: 
Assistants:



Pickering Town Community Football Club, hereafter known as
the Club, is committed to ensuring the health, safety and the
welfare of its Members, Playing Staff, Spectators and Visitors, so
far as is reasonably practical. The club fully accepts its
responsibilities under all subsequent health and safety
legislation introduced for ensuring the health. safety and welfare
of those affected by the club activities. It is the policy of the club
to prevent accidental loss through personal injury, ill health and
damage to property throughout and to continually promote a
proactive health and safety
culture within the club. in so tar as reasonably practical. the club
will ensure a healthy and sate environment in which to pursue
the clubs objective. Every individual has a personal responsibility
to take all reasonable precautions to ensure their own satety
and that of others.
Please note that cycles and skateboards are not allowed within
the ground on Football match days.

Spectators have a great influence on player's enjoyment and
success in football. All participants play football because they
first and foremost love the game-it's fun. It is important to
remember that however good a player becomes at football
within your club it is important to reinforce the message to
spectators that positive encouragement will contribute to:
Players Enjoying Football | A sense of personal achievement    
Self-Esteem | Improving the Player's skill
A spectators expectations and attitudes have a significant
bearing on a player's attitude to:
Other Players | Officials | Managers | Spectators
Ensure that spectators within your club are always positive and
encouraging towards all players not just their own. Encourage
spectators to:
Applaud the opposition as well as your own | Respect the
referees decision | Give attention to each of the players involved
in football not just the most talented | Give encouragement to
everyone to participate in football | Ensure that spectators
within your club agree and adhere to your club's Code of
Conduct Policy.

Health &
Safety
Procedure

Code of
Conduct
for
Spectators
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Safeguarding in football is
everyone’s responsibility!

Spectators
Supporters should keep the sidelines positive and

supportive. This way, the game is better for all. 

Things to do as a spectator: 

● If there’s something that feels off or unsafe,
report it to the club welfare officer, or member of

staff.


	VS.
	Today’s Match Sponsor
	www.flamingoland.co.uk
	A Warm Welcome To Mill Lane
	We are proud to be a dog and family friendly club!
	THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
	Game Preview
	Pickering Town v Handsworth FC

	Offical League Sponsor
	Simon Helsop
	First Team Manager
	Programme Ramble
	This weekend sees the return of the FA Cup with the 3rd Qualifying round games being played - Barton Town are representing the NCEFL when they entertain National North side Chorley - other Step 5 clubs still involved in the competition include SE Dons from the Southern Counties East League Premier Division - Trafford FC from the North West Counties League Premier - Tadley Calleva who compete in the Cherry Red Records Combined Counties Football League -
	On paper Barton look to have the most difficult task when they play Chorley - Of the other teams -Trafford play Atherton Colleries from the NPL West Division - South East Dons travel to Southern League Division 1 South (Step 4) side Weymouth FC - although Weymouth have suffered successive relegations they are currently sitting at the top of their league - Tadley Calleve entertain Isthmian Premier Division (Step 3) side Dartford FC - looking at the season’s results to date Trafford FC would seem to have best opportunity to progress, but as we all know about football results!!!
	Back to the NCEFL and Barton Town who beat us on Tuesday are now up to 5th place in the league and with games in hand over the teams above them - having reached the play offs last season they would have been one of the pre-season favourites to be challenging - but looking at top half of the league currently you probably wouldn’t have predicted the it as it sits at the moment, with two of the top seven - Bottesford Town 2nd at present and Horbury Town 7th - flirting with relegation right to the end last season.
	It will be interesting how the league looks at the end of the month with a lot of games to be played in the next few weeks.

	Pikes Team Stats
	Pikes Team Sheet History
	Dave Edge
	Model Railways & Buses

	Pickering Town Club History
	Pickering Town Profiles
	Goalkeepers
	Toby Beard - Toby is a young keeper who came through the ranks at Scarborough Athletic, Toby has also made appearance for the Pikes U18 youth FA Cup team.

	Defenders
	Oscar Shaw - Oscar has joined us on a permanent basis this season after being released by York City in the summer, Oscar spent some time with the club last season on a dual registration basis whilst being at York City
	Connor Avison - Connor is a young powerful central defender, who came through the Scarborough Scholarship programme. In his third season with the club and has been named captain of the side following a superb season last year.
	Dom Weston - Dom is now in his second season with us after joining us last season after his release from Sheffield Wednesday
	and has become an important member of the squad


	Jamie Thornton - Jamie is a very composed central defender and now in his 6th season with the club after joining us in the 2021-22 season after being released by Leeds United Academy.  Jamie is also equally at home playing in  midfield
	Wayne Brooksby - Wayne is a vastly experienced player and has played for the likes of Guiseley ,Harrogate Town and more recently Scarborough Athletic. Wayne is often the driving force of the side and is extremely competitive. A shining example for the younger players to learn from who’s levels and expectations are very high both in training and games..
	Marshall Nock - Another young defender who joined us last bseason from Bridlington Town. A tall, competitive player who can operate in a number of positions and who has now established himself in the team.
	Seb Holowkiewicz - Seb joins us this season from local football having done well in pre season. A competitive full back who can play on either side who will provide good competition in those areas this season.
	Alfie Jackson - Young left sided player who joins us this season having broken into the Whitby Town first team last season. Looking to break into and establish himself in the side this year.
	.
	Blake Drury - Central Defender - Blake first joined us in the 2023-24 season. He has previously been at York City and played for Scarborough Reserves. He is just making his way back from an injury that prevented him from playing last season .
	Midfielders
	Forwards
	Unfortunately, the 2018-19 season was really one to forget with The Ambers finishing in their lowest ever position of 8th and with poor showings in the Cup competitions. Colliver departed the club in the Autumn and, despite their best efforts, the interim management team of Steve Istead and Jon Froggatt were unable to lift the general malaise that had set in around the club.
	At the end of the campaign, the decision was made for the club to continue on a much-reduced budget and to return to Olivers Mount. Russ Eagle was invited back to the club as Manager alongside Aiden Spowage, and to strengthen ties with the Junior Sporting Club, the new Management Board sought and gained approval from the NCEL to change the clubs name to Handsworth FC.
	The 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 campaigns saw the club suffer some highs and lows as was to be expected with such a young and changing squad, and after a hit and miss start to the 2021-22 season, The Ambers parted company with Eagle in October, with Aiden Spowage and Jason Dodsworth named as Joint Managers, with Louis Axcell strengthening the management team later.
	An excellent run to the 3rd Qualifying Round of the FA Cup underpinned a highly respectable 8th placed finish, but despite the efforts of everyone involved, we were unable to build on this and a disappointing 2022-2023 campaign saw The Ambers finish in their lowest ever position of 16 th , leading to the inevitable departure of the management team.
	Ambers’ legend Jon Froggatt was handed the reins alongside Mark Ward ahead of the 2023-2024 season, and an excellent start saw The Ambers within touching distance of top spot, before a desperate run of form through the Winter saw the team drop alarmingly before a late resurgence claimed an improved 13th placed finish. Improvement continued the following season, with The Ambers securing an excellent 7th placed finish after an enjoyable, if sometimes frustrating season, a position The Ambers matched with a better points tally last season when they were still in the hunt for a play off spot until the penultimate game of the season.
	With one of the lowest playing budgets in the division, The Ambers continue to punch above their and will be looking to push on even further this time around.
	NCEFL Premier Division
	v/s
	Officials- Referee:
	Assistants:


	Team Composition
	Health & Safety Procedure
	Spectators have a great influence on player's enjoyment and success in football. All participants play football because they first and foremost love the game-it's fun. It is important to remember that however good a player becomes at football within your club it is important to reinforce the message to spectators that positive encouragement will contribute to:
	Players Enjoying Football | A sense of personal achievement    Self-Esteem | Improving the Player's skill
	A spectators expectations and attitudes have a significant bearing on a player's attitude to:
	Other Players | Officials | Managers | Spectators
	Ensure that spectators within your club are always positive and encouraging towards all players not just their own. Encourage spectators to:
	Applaud the opposition as well as your own | Respect the referees decision | Give attention to each of the players involved in football not just the most talented | Give encouragement to everyone to participate in football | Ensure that spectators within your club agree and adhere to your club's Code of Conduct Policy.

	Code of Conduct for Spectators
	Offical League Sponsor
	Safeguarding in football is everyone’s responsibility!

